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Native American Heritage Month
November 2023

Library of Congress & 
Smithsonian Resources

Chumash MuseumVentura County 
Resources
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https://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/
https://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/
https://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/
https://www.chumashmuseum.org/
https://www.chumashmuseum.org/
https://www.chumashmuseum.org/
https://sites.google.com/venturaedu.org/celebratingnativepeoples/home?pli=1
https://sites.google.com/venturaedu.org/celebratingnativepeoples/home?pli=1
https://sites.google.com/venturaedu.org/celebratingnativepeoples/home?pli=1


Inclusive Schools Week: 
Draw Me In!
December 4-8, 2023

Inclusive Schools Network Resources SEDAC Toolkit
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https://inclusiveschools.org/inclusive-schools-week/
https://inclusiveschools.org/inclusive-schools-week/
https://inclusiveschools.org/inclusive-schools-week/
https://www.smore.com/9w7m4
https://www.smore.com/9w7m4
https://www.smore.com/9w7m4
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How are laws made in 
California?

An informal overview

Presented to the CVUSD DAC

November 14, 2023



Good, bad, or ugly:  How did this get to be 
law?

Headlines and 
online discussion 

topics:

“Skittles ban”
“Overturning Prop 13”

We really don’t need to worry 
about such, and here’s why…
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Bi-partisan 
Committee
:  reaches 
agreement on 
language of 
bill so Senate 
and Assembly 
parts match

Override 
vote

2/3 of each house
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Senate Policy Committees *There are 40 California State 
Senators*

22

6

14 4

(8)
Total of 54 Committees
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Assembly Policy Committees *There are 80 California State 
Assemblymembers*

33

7

1

(8)

Total of 100 Committees

52

Select Committees
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Overview, influence, and monitoring

• At every step of the process, there are people and groups watching 
and weighing in with our legislators and our government.

• Groups are special interest, partisan and non-partisan, regular 
citizens, other Assembly and Senate committees, other State and 
Federal bodies, school districts, etc.

• “Christmas tree bills” and “pork barrel legislation” in California:  a 
quick Google search turned up hits on neither term.  

• Pluralpolicy.com and ballotopedia.com are good resources
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That’s a lot of committees to staff!

• How are Legislators assigned to committees? Each party 
assigns, by resolution, its own members to committees, and 
each committee distributes its members among subcommittees. 
There are limits on the number and types of panels any one 
legislator may serve on and chair.
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2024 Legislative Calendar
Note:  This is the second year of a 2-year cycle; Fiscal deadlines have been removed for brevity
• Jan. 1 Statutes take effect 

• Jan. 3 Legislature Reconvenes 

• Jan. 12 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to fiscal committees fiscal bills introduced in their house in the odd-numbered year

• Jan. 19 Last day for any committee to hear and report to the floor bills introduced in that house in the odd-numbered year; Last day to submit bill requests to the 
Office of Legislative Counsel. 

• Jan. 31 Last day for each house to pass bills introduced in that house in the odd-numbered year 

• Feb. 16 Last day for bills to be introduced 

• Mar. 21 Spring Recess begins upon adjournment of this day’s session 

• Apr. 1 Legislature Reconvenes from Spring Recess 

• May 3 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to the floor non-fiscal bills introduced in their house 

• May 10 Last day for policy committees to meet prior to May 28 

• May 20- 24 Floor Session only. No committees, other than conference or Rules committees, may meet for any purpose 

• May 24 Last day for each house to pass bills introduced in that house 

• May 28 Committee meetings may resume. 

• June 27 Last day for a legislative measure to qualify for the Nov. 5 General Election ballot

• July 3 Last day for policy committees to meet and report bills. Summer Recess begins upon adjournment provided Budget Bill has been passed.

• Aug. 5 Legislature Reconvenes from Summer Recess. 

• Aug. 19-31 Floor Session only. No committees, other than conference and Rules committees, may meet for any purpose 

• Aug. 23 Last day to amend on the floor. 

• Aug. 31 Last day for each house to pass bills.  Recess begins upon adjournment

• Sept:  Governor signs or vetoes bills.
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When do laws go into effect?

• “Normal” laws become effective on January 1st of the next calendar 
year

• “Urgency laws” become effective immediately

• The effective time of any law is completely flexible
• 2 years is not unusual

• Long delays happen all the time, e.g. all cars must be electric by 2035
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• REVIEW/OVERVIEW OF LEGISLATIVE PROCESS
         The process of government by which bills are considered and laws enacted is commonly referred to as the Legislative Process. The California State Legislature is made up of two houses: the 

Senate and the Assembly.  There are 40 Senators and 80 Assembly Members representing the people of the State of California. The Legislature has a legislative calendar containing important dates of 
activities during its two-year session.

• Idea:  All legislation begins as an idea or concept. Ideas and concepts can come from a variety of sources. The process begins when a Senator or Assembly Member decides to author a bill.

• The Author:  A Legislator sends the idea for the bill to the Legislative Counsel where it is drafted into the actual bill. The draft of the bill is returned to the Legislator for introduction. If the 
author is a Senator, the bill is introduced in the Senate. If the author is an Assembly Member, the bill is introduced in the Assembly.

• First Reading/Introduction:  A bill is introduced or read the first time when the bill number, the name of the author, and the descriptive title of the bill is read on the floor of the house. The bill is 
then sent to the Office of State Printing. No bill may be acted upon until 30 days has passed from the date of its introduction.

• Committee Hearings:  The bill then goes to the Rules Committee of the house of origin where it is assigned to the appropriate policy committee for its first hearing. Bills are assigned to policy 
committees according to subject area of the bill. For example, a Senate bill dealing with health care facilities would first be assigned to the Senate Health and Human Services Committee for 
policy review. Bills that require the expenditure of funds must also be heard in the fiscal committees: Senate Appropriations or Assembly Appropriations. Each house has a number of policy 
committees and a fiscal committee. Each committee is made up of a specified number of Senators or Assembly Members.

• During the committee hearing the author presents the bill to the committee and testimony can be heard in support of or opposition to the bill. The committee then votes by passing the bill, passing 
the bill as amended, or defeating the bill. Bills can be amended several times. Letters of support or opposition are important and should be mailed to the author and committee members before the 
bill is scheduled to be heard in committee. It takes a majority vote of the full committee membership for a bill to be passed by the committee.

• Each house maintains a schedule of legislative committee hearings. Prior to a bill's hearing, a bill analysis is prepared that explains current law, what the bill is intended to do, and some 
background information. Typically the analysis also lists organizations that support or oppose the bill.

• Second and Third Reading:  Bills passed by committees are read a second time on the floor in the house of origin and then assigned to third reading. Bill analyses are also prepared prior to third 
reading. When a bill is read the third time it is explained by the author, discussed by the Members and voted on by a roll call vote. Bills that require an appropriation or that take effect 
immediately, generally require 27 votes in the Senate and 54 votes in the Assembly to be passed. Other bills generally require 21 votes in the Senate and 41 votes in the Assembly. If a bill is 
defeated, the Member may seek reconsideration and another vote.

• Repeat Process in other House:  Once the bill has been approved by the house of origin it proceeds to the other house where the procedure is repeated.

• Resolution of Differences:  If a bill is amended in the second house, it must go back to the house of origin for concurrence, which is agreement on the amendments. If agreement cannot be 
reached, the bill is referred to a two house conference committee to resolve differences. Three members of the committee are from the Senate and three are from the Assembly. If a compromise is 
reached, the bill is returned to both houses for a vote.

• Governor:  If both houses approve a bill, it then goes to the Governor. The Governor has three choices. The Governor can sign the bill into law, allow it to become law without his or her 
signature, or veto it. A governor's veto can be overridden by a two thirds vote in both houses. Most bills go into effect on the first day of January of the next year. Urgency measures take effect 
immediately after they are signed or allowed to become law without signature.
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Not so far from the truth…  
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Sources

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccWdddRFAcM “How a bill 
becomes a law.”

• https://legiscan.com/CA/legislation/2023

• https://oag.ca.gov/initiatives

• senate.ca.gov or assembly.ca.gov
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LCAP/Budget 
Committee Feedback
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LCAP Goal #1: Implement targeted actions and 
services that support positive student outcomes. 
(Student focused).

 
Should we keep LCAP Goal #1 as written?  Yes or No

LCAP/Budget Committee Feedback
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LCAP Goal #2: Ensure highly qualified and effective 
staff are provided with targeted professional 
development, and have an understanding that all job 
responsibilities are structured to support positive 
student outcomes. (Internal focused)
 
Should we keep LCAP Goal #2 as written?  Yes or No

LCAP/Budget Committee Feedback
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LCAP Goal #3: Provide communication and targeted 
outreach that informs the community of programs & 
opportunities that support  positive student 
outcomes. (Community focused)
 
Should we keep LCAP Goal #3 as written?  Yes or No

LCAP/Budget Committee Feedback
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LCAP Goal #4: Enhance the social, emotional and 
physical well-being for all students through targeted 
actions that support positive student outcomes. 
(Student and school focused)

 
Should we keep LCAP Goal #4 as written?  Yes or No

LCAP/Budget Committee Feedback
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School Site Council
Any additional SSC members, please join us!
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Overview
Background
Composition, requirements, 
responsibilities, SPSA

Pre-Survey
Sharing current practices

Panel
Describing best practices 
and areas of growth

Discussion
You can describe the topic 
of the section here

01 02

03 04
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School Site Council Composition

The members of the SSC represent the composition of school’s 
student population and notwithstanding the size of the school. The 
composition of the SSC must have an equal number of members 
between the school staff members and 
parent/community/student members with a minimum of 10 
members; five school members and five 
parent/community/student members. Additionally, for the school 
staff members, the classroom teachers must be in the majority. (EC 
Section 65000[a]).
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School Site Council Composition (Elementary 1 of 2)

The SSC in an elementary school must be composed of the both of the following two 
groups: School staff and parent and/or community members (EC Section 65000[c][1]):

School Group Members (Elementary Schools):

• The principal of the school or their designee;

• School personnel employed at the school who are not teachers, selected by school 
personnel employed at the school who are not teachers; and

• Classroom teachers employed at the school, selected by classroom teachers employed 
at the school; The classroom teachers selected shall constitute a majority of the school 
members selected (EC Section 65000[c][1][A]); and
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School Site Council Composition (Elementary 2 of 2)

Parent and/or Community Group Members (Elementary Schools):

• Parents of students attending the school, or other members of the school community, 
selected by parents of students attending the school. The number of parent and/or 
community members selected must equal the number of the school staff members 
selected (EC Section 65000[c][1][B]).

In other words, the minimum number of SSC members at an elementary school is a 
total of 10 (e.g. one principal or their designee, one other school personnel, three 
classroom teachers, and five parent/community members).
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School Site Council Composition (Secondary 1 of 2)

The SSC in a secondary school shall be composed of the following two groups (EC 
Section 65000[c][2]): School Group Members, and Parent and/or Community and Pupil 
Group Members.

School Group Members (Secondary Schools):

• The principal of the school or their designee;

• School personnel employed at the school who are not teachers, selected by school 
personnel employed at the school who are not teachers; and

• Classroom teachers employed at the school, selected by classroom teachers employed 
at the school. The classroom teachers selected must make up a majority of the school 
members selected (EC Section 65000[c][2][A]); and
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School Site Council Composition (Secondary 2 of 2)

Parent and/or Community and Pupil Group Members (Secondary Schools):

• Parents of students attending the school, or other members of the school community, 
selected by parents of students attending the school; and students attending the school, 
selected by students who are attending the school. The number of parent and/or 
community members and student members selected shall equal the number of school 
members selected (EC Section 65000[c][2][B]).

In other words, the minimum number of SSC members at a secondary school is a total 
of 10 (e.g. one principal or his or her designee, one other school personnel, three 
classroom teachers, and five parent/community and student members).
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School Site Council Composition Modified

A school with a population of fewer than 300 pupils may operate a SSC that has the

representation of all of the following:

• One principal

• One teacher, selected by the teachers

• One school staff member representing the other school personnel, selected by the 
other school personnel

• If the school is an elementary school, three parents or community members selected 
by parents, or if the school is a secondary school, two parents or community members 
selected by parents and one student selected by the students (EC Section 65001[d][1])
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Schoolsite Council Meeting Requirements (1 of 2)

Any meeting held by the SSC must follow the Greene Act requirements that includes:

• Posting the notice of meeting at the schoolsite, or other appropriate place accessible to 
the public, at least 72 hours before the time set for the meeting. The notice must specify 
the date, time, and location of the meeting and contain an agenda describing each item 
of business to be discussed or acted upon (EC Section 35147[c][1]).

• Being open to the public and allow for any member of the public to address the SSC 
during the meeting on any item within the subject matter jurisdiction of the SSC. The 
SSC may not take any action on any item of business unless that item appeared on the 
posted agenda or unless the SSC members present, by unanimous vote, find that there 
is a need to take immediate action and that the need for action came to the attention of 
the SSC subsequent to the posting of the agenda (EC Section 35147[c][1]).
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Schoolsite Council Meeting Requirements

Any meeting held by the SSC must follow the Greene Act requirements that includes:

• Allowing for questions or brief statements made at a meeting by members of the SSC 
or public that do not have a significant effect on students or employees in the school or 
school district, or that can be resolved solely by the provision of information, need not 
be described on an agenda as items of business. If the SSC violates the procedural 
meeting requirements of this section, upon demand of any person, the SSC must 
reconsider the item at its next meeting, after allowing for public input on the item (EC 
Section 35147[c][2]).

• Providing upon request any meeting materials to any member of the public pursuant 
to the California Public Records Act (EC Section 35147[d]).
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The Role of the School Site Council

A school that operates a categorical program funded through the consolidated 
application (ConApp) is required to establish a schoolsite council (SSC) if such program 
requires a School Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) (California Education Code [EC] 
Section 65000[b]).

The SSC is required to conduct a comprehensive needs assessment, including an 
analysis of verifiable state and local data, provide recommendations related to the 
school’s Title I program, and participate in the development and approval of the school’s 
SPSA. The SPSA is a strategic plan that outlines specific and measurable goals at the 
school site with the intention of increasing student achievement. The SPSA should align 
with the local educational agency’s (LEA’s) Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) 
process as they both help support continuous cycles of action, reflection, and 
improvement.
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7 Recommended Steps for Developing the SPSA

1. Analyze student achievement data, summarize conclusions, and identify 
needs.

2. Measure effectiveness of current improvement strategies to determine critical 
causes of student underachievement.

3. Identify a limited number of achievement goals, key improvement strategies 
to achieve goals and fiscal resources.

4. Attach timelines, personnel responsible, proposed expenditures, and funding 
sources to implement the plan.

5. Recommend the SPSA to the local governing board.
6. Receive local governing board approval and implement the plan.
7. Monitor and evaluate effectiveness of the implementation.
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SPSA in CVUSD

“It is the continued expectation of CVUSD district administration, the 
Board of Education, and the community that the School Plan for Student 
Achievement (SPSA) transform into a school’s strategic document for 
continuous improvement to serve all students and to meaningfully 
engage educational partners. SPSAs are now developed in the Spring of 
the preceding school year, finalized in August by School Site Council, and 
sent to the Board of Education in September. This development cycle 
intends to implement planned and budgeted actions to immediately 
serve students as we begin each school year.”
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Anonymous 
Pre-Survey for 

SSC and DAC 
members

Results
38

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rRG2UWe9y6i9l39p8qRCl3uBkf19c78dOZ6lTn2ZKhs/edit#responses
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School Site Council Panel Discussion

Heather Spohr - Aspen Elementary
Patti Reis - Los Cerritos Middle School

Denise Benic - Newbury Park High School

44



Prompts for Panel Discussion

1. Briefly describe how your SSC is structured. Are there elected 
officers? Are the officers parents/guardians or staff? Who runs 
the meeting, parent, staff member or principal?

2. How does your school site council work together to develop 
your SPSA?

3. What highlights or best practices would you like to share about 
your SSC and how it operates?

4. Is there anything that you wish were different?
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Grade-Span Breakout Prompts

1. How do you share information from DAC meetings with your School Site 
Council? How is this information shared with the broader school community?

2. How do you learn about school activities, successes and concerns from families 
to share at DAC meetings?

3. What ideas or best practices can you share to improve communication between 
DAC, SSCs and school communities?

4. Describe how your school site develops its SPSA. Do you feel that 
parents/guardians are fully engaged partners in the development of the SPSA?

5. What best practices or ideas did you learn about today that you hope to take 
back to your school site?
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Thank you!
See you December 12, 2023
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